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Fig. 1 The posterior view of the human liver. Two
large accessory hepatic veins (1, 1) empty the distal
portion of the inferior vena cava (VC) in the groove
for vena cava.

C: caudate lobe, D: right lobe, P: portal vein, S: left lobe
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Significance of the accessory hepatic vein in the venous drainage of the liver
from the viewpoint of comparative anatomy

Takayoshi MIYAKI
Department of Anatomy, Tokyo Medical University, Aichi Medical University and Yokohama City University Graduate School of Medicine

The large accessory hepatic vein often appears with existing three main hepatic veins in the human liver. The three main hepatic veins
join the proximal portion of the inferior vena cava in the groove for the vena cava, but the large accessory hepatic vein empties the dis-
tal or intermediate portion of the inferior vena cava. In mammals of twelve families, the hepatic vein emptying the distal or intermedi-
ate portion of the inferior vena cava occupies one hepatic lobe. The large accessory hepatic vein appearing in the human corresponds
to the hepatic vein of the lateral right lobe or the caudate lobe hepatic vein in the liver of the mammal.
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