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Fig. 1 Left portal vein (LPV) and left gastric vein (LGV).
A: typical type. B, C: double portal supply of the liver.
Du, duodenum; Gb, gallbladder; Li, liver; Lo, lesser omentum; PV, portal
vein; SMV, superior mesenteric vein; St, stomach; SV, splenic vein.



Fig. 2 Left portal vein appearing on the left side of
hepatogastric ligament. A: typical type. B?: left portal vein
(LPV). C: left hepatic artery (LHA) and left portal vein (LPV).
CT, celiac trunk; Gb, gallbladder; HA, hepatic artery (middle hepatic artery);
LHP, left hepatic plexus (hepatic ramus); LV, left vagal nerve; PV, portal
vein; SMA, superior mesenteric artery; St, Stomach
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An account of the left portal vein

Takayoshi MIYAKI, Tatsuo SAKAI
First Department of Anatomy, Juntendo University School of Medicine

Two livers with an aberrant course of the left gastric vein were found. The left gastric vein entered the hepatogastric ligament with
the hepatic ramus of the vagal nerve and directly entered the liver at the left side of the hepatic hilus. The authors adopted the name
‘left portal vein’ for this vein. The left portal vein and the left gastric vein coexisted in both cases. The left gastric vein joined either a
typical portal vein or a splenic vein. The left portal vein and the left hepatic artery coexisted in one case and they passed through the

hepatogastric ligament with the hepatic ramus of the vagal nerve.
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