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Figs. 1, 2 Photograph of the right and left gastric veins. An-
terior view.

LGV: left gastric vein, PV: portal vein, RGA: right gastric artery, RGV: right
gastric vein, SV: splenic vein



Figs. 3~5 Drawings of the right and left gastric veins

3: The right gastric vein (RGV) directly enters the liver with
the portal vein (PV) and the left gastric vein (LGV) joins the
splenic vein (SV). Anterior view
CT: celiac trunk, RGA: right gastric artery

4: The right gastric vein (RGV) directly enters the liver and
the left gastric vein (LGV) joins the trunk of portal vein (PV)
shown in Fig. 2.
4 5: The right and left gastric veins (RGV,LGV) join the trunk

of portal vein (PV).
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The course and joining of the right and left gastric veins

Takayoshi MIYAKI, Masahiro ITOH
Department of Anatomy, Tokyo Medical University

The right and left gastric veins drain the venous blood of the stomach. The right gastric vein runs in the lesser omentum. The right
gastric vein either joins the trunk of portal vein or directly drains into the liver.

Usually the left gastric vein enters the retroperitoneal at the cardiac portion of the stomach and joins either the splenic vein or the
trunk of portal vein. These cases were observed in this study. As an aberrant course the left gastric vein enters the hepatogastric liga-
ment at the cardiac portion and runs toward the liver (Miyaki 2003, Miyaki et al 1987). The left gastric vein either joins the portal
branch of the liver or supplies portal blood to the small area of the liver (Miyaki 2003, Miyaki et al 1987).
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